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ensure that care is extended to every victim
and rebuild every destroyed place. Here, we
would also like to express our highest re-
spect again for all individuals and non-gov-
ernmental organizations that have selflessly
contributed to the rescue and reconstruction
work after disaster. Amid the fierce power of
Nature, we have seen Taiwan’s most beau-
tiful compassion, strongest faith and great-
est trust. Our compatriots have been injured
and wounded during the September 21 earth-
quake, but with the spirit of a ‘‘volunteer
Taiwan,’’ Taiwan’s new family will stand up
resolutely on its feet once again.

Dear compatriots, 400 years ago, Taiwan
was called ‘‘Formosa’’—the beautiful is-
land—for its lustrous landscape. Today, Tai-
wan is manifesting the elegance of a demo-
cratic island, once again attracting global
attention, as the people on this land create a
new page in our history.

We believe that the Republic of China,
with its democratic achievements and tech-
nological and economic prowess, can cer-
tainly continue to play an indispensable role
in the international community. In addition
to strengthening the existing relations with
friendly nations, we want to actively partici-
pate in all types of international non-govern-
mental organizations. Through humani-
tarian care, economic cooperation, cultural
exchanges and various other methods, we
will actively participate in international af-
fairs, expand Taiwan’s room for survival in
the international arena, and contribute to
the welfare of the international community.
Besides, we are also willing to promise a
more active contribution in safeguarding
international human rights. The Republic of
China cannot and will not remain outside
global human rights trends. We will abide by
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
the International Convention for Civil and
Political Rights, and the Vienna Declaration
and Program of Action. We will bring the Re-
public of China back into the international
human rights system.

The new government will request the Leg-
islative Yuan to pass and ratify the Inter-
national Bill of Rights as a domestic law of
Taiwan, so that it will formally become the
‘‘Taiwan Bill of Rights.’’ We hope to set up
an independent national human rights com-
mission in Taiwan, thereby realizing an ac-
tion long advocated by the United Nations.
We will also invite two outstanding non-gov-
ernmental organizations, the International
Commission of Jurists and Amnesty Inter-
national, to assist us in our measures to pro-
tect human rights and make the Republic of
China into a new indicator for human rights
in the 21st Century.

We firmly believe that in any time or any
corner of the world, the meaning and values
of freedom, democracy and human rights
cannot be ignored or changed.

The history of the 20th Century left us
with a major lesson—that war is a failure of
humanity. Waged for whatever purpose or
whatever imperious reasons, war is the
greatest harm to freedom, democracy and
human rights. Over the past one hundred
plus years, China has suffered imperialist ag-
gression, which left indelible wounds in her
history. Taiwan’s destiny has been even
more arduous, tormented by brute force and
the rule of colonialist regimes. These similar
historical experiences should bring mutual
understanding between the people on both
sides of the Taiwan Strait, setting a solid
foundation for pursuing freedom, democracy
and human rights together. However, due to
long periods of separation, the two sides
have developed vastly different political sys-
tems and lifestyles, obstructing empathy and
friendship between the people on the two
sides, and even creating a wall of divisive-
ness and confrontation.

Today, as the Cold War has ended, it is
time for the two sides to cast aside the hos-
tilities left from the old era. We do not need
to wait further because now is a new oppor-
tunity for the two sides to create an era of
reconciliation together.

The people across the Taiwan Strait share
the same ancestral, cultural, and historical
background. While upholding the principles
of democracy and parity, building upon the
existing foundation, and constructing condi-
tions for cooperation through goodwill, we
believe that the leaders on both sides possess
enough wisdom and creativity to jointly deal
with the question of a future ‘‘one China.’’

I fully understand that as the popularly
elected 10th-term President of the Republic
of China, I must abide by the Constitution,
maintain the sovereignty, dignity and secu-
rity of our country, and ensure the well-
being of all citizens. Therefore, as long as
the CCP regime has no intention to use mili-
tary force against Taiwan, I pledge that dur-
ing my term of office, I will not declare inde-
pendence, I will not change the national
title, I will not push forth the inclusion of
the so-called ‘‘state-to-state’’ description in
the Constitution, and I will not promote a
referendum to change the status quo in re-
gards to the question of independence or uni-
fication. Furthermore, the abolition of the
National Unification Council or the Guide-
lines for National Unification will not be an
issue.

History has illustrated that war will only
create hatred and enmity, with absolutely no
benefit to the development of mutual rela-
tions. Chinese people emphasize the dif-
ference between statesmanship and hegem-
ony, believing in the philosophy that a gov-
ernment which employs benevolence ‘‘will
please those near and appeal to those from
afar,’’ and ‘‘when those afar will not submit,
then one must practice kindness and virtue
to attract them.’’ Such Chinese wisdom will
remain universal words of value.

Under the leadership of Mr. Deng Xiaoping
and Mr. Jiang Zemin, the mainland has cre-
ated a miracle of economic openness. In Tai-
wan, over a half century, not only have we
created a miracle economy, we have also cre-
ated the political marvel of democracy. On
such a basis, as long as the governments and
people on both sides of the Taiwan Strait can
interact more, following the principles of
‘‘goodwill reconciliation, active cooperation,
and permanent peace,’’ while at the same
time respecting the free choice of the people
and excluding unnecessary obstacles, both
sides of the Strait can make great contribu-
tions to the prosperity and stability of the
Asia Pacific Region. Both sides will also cre-
ate a glorious civilization for the world’s hu-
manity.

Dear compatriots, we hope so much to
share the moving scene of this moment with
all Chinese-speaking people around the
world. The wide Ketagelan Boulevard before
us was bristling with security guards only a
few years ago. The building behind me used
to be the Governor General’s Mansion during
the colonial era. Today, we gather here to
extol the glory and joy of democracy with
songs of the earth and the voice of the peo-
ple. With a little reflection, our compatriots
should be able to appreciate the deep and far-
reaching meaning of this moment:

Authoritarianism and force can only bring
surrender for one time, while democracy and
freedom are values that will endure forever.
Only by adhering to the will of the people
can we pioneer the paths of history and build
enduring architecture.

Today, as a son of a tenant farmer and
with a poor family background, I have strug-
gled and grown on this land and, after expe-
riencing defeat and tribulation, I have fi-
nally won the trust of the people to take up

the great responsibility leading the country.
My individual achievements are minor, but
the message is valuable because each citizen
of Formosa is a ‘‘child of Taiwan’’ just like
me. In whatever difficult environment, Tai-
wan will be like a selfless, loving mother,
who never stops giving us opportunities and
who helps us achieve our beautiful dreams.

The spirit of the ‘‘child of Taiwan’’ reveals
to us that even though Taiwan, Penghu,
Kinmen and Matsu are tiny islands on the
rim of the Pacific, the map of our dreams
knows no limits. It extends all the way to
the end of the horizon, as long as our 23 mil-
lion compatriots fear no hardship and move
forward hand in hand.

Dear compatriots, this magnificent mo-
ment belongs to all the people. All grace and
glory belongs to Taiwan—our eternal Moth-
er. Together, let’s extend our gratitude to
the earth and respect to the people. Long
live freedom and democracy! Long live the
people of Taiwan! We pray for the prosperity
of the Republic of China, and for the health
and happiness of all compatriots and all hon-
ored guests!
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MICHAEL E. CAPUANO
OF MASSACHUSETTS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 19, 2000

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, due to prior
commitment in my District, I was forced to re-
turn to Massachusetts on Thursday, June
15th, 2000. I was therefore unable to cast a
vote on rollcall votes 288, 289, 290, and 291.
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘nay’
on rollcall 288, ‘nay’ on rollcall 289, ‘nay’ on
rollcall 290 and ‘nay’ on rollcall 291.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. TIM ROEMER
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 19, 2000

Mr. ROEMER. Mr. Speaker, due to a family
commitment I was unable to cast the following
House Rollcall votes on June 15, 2000: No.
285, a quorum call; No. 286, on the amend-
ment offered by Representative SANDERS; and
No. 287, a motion that the committee rise.

Had I been present, I would have voted
‘‘present’’ on rollcall No. 285, ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall
No. 286, and ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall No. 287.
f

NEW JERSEY SENATE OBJECTS TO
SCHOOL-TO-WORK

HON. BOB SCHAFFER
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 19, 2000

Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to call attention to a resolution recently ap-
proved by the New Jersey Senate. Approved
on May 10, 1999, Senate Resolution #73 ex-
presses the objection to the State Senate to
the School-to-Work provisions being devel-
oped by the New Jersey Department of Edu-
cation.

State Senators Joseph Kyrillos, William
Gormley, Scott Garrett, and Guy Talarico
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